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ATTENTION ANGLERS 
The following changes to 2007 fishing regulations are in effect beginning June 28, 2007 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Due to the recent confirmation of a fish virus known as viral hemorrhagic septicemia virus (VHSv) in Michigan waters, 
regulations have been put in place to slow the spread of the disease.  Under the authority of sections 41101 through 41105 of 
1994 PA 451, being sections 324.41101 through 324.41105 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, the Director of the Department of 
Natural Resources (Department) on June 7, 2007 ordered that the following regulations apply to the waters of the State.   

DEFINITIONS 
As used in these regulations, specific terms are defined as follows: 
Baitfish –live or dead species of fish, or parts of fish excluding Roe, that are used by anglers to catch fish. 
Certification Process – a process used by the Department to grant or deny applications from individuals who want to conduct 
certain activities that are regulated by the Department. 
Inland Waters – all public waters of the State except for the Great Lakes and their connecting waters. 
Pathogen – viruses, bacteria, fungi, and parasites that cause disease in living organisms. 
Prohibited Fish Species – Baitfish and other species of fish identified by the Department as infected with VHSv. 
Roe – eggs of fish. 
VHSv Free Management Area-Lake Superior and all Inland Waters in the watersheds of Lake Superior are classified as a 
VHSv Free Management Area (VHSv has not been found in these waters).  All Inland Waters in the watersheds of Lake 
Michigan including Grand Traverse bays and bays de Noc, and of the St. Mary’s River are classified as a VHSv Free 
Management Area, except for those tributaries to Lake Michigan including Grand Traverse bays and bays de Noc, and to the St. 
Marys River that are classified as a VHSv Surveillance Area.  Check online (http://www.michigan.gov/dnrfishing) for updates.    
VHSv Positive Management Area-Lake Huron including Saginaw Bay, the St. Clair River, Lake St. Clair, the Detroit River, and 
Lake Erie are classified as a VHSv Positive Management Area (VHSv has been confirmed in these waters).  All tributaries to 
Lake Huron including Saginaw Bay, to the St. Clair River, to Lake St. Clair, to the Detroit River, and to Lake Erie are classified 
as a VHSv Positive Management Area in their entirety or from their confluence upstream to the first barrier that prevents the 
upstream passage of fish if such a barrier exists.  Check online (http://www.michigan.gov/dnrfishing) for updates.   
VHSv Surveillance Management Area- Lake Michigan including Grand Traverse bays and bays de Noc, and the St. Marys 
River are classified as a VHSv Surveillance Management Area.  All tributaries to Lake Michigan including Grand Traverse bays 
and bays de Noc, and to the St. Marys River are classified as a VHSv Surveillance Management Area in their entirety or from 
their confluence upstream to the first barrier that prevents the upstream passage of fish if such a barrier exists.  All Inland 
Waters in the watersheds of Lake Huron including Saginaw Bay, of the St. Clair River, of Lake St. Clair, of the Detroit River, and 
of Lake Erie are classified as a VHSv Surveillance Management Area, except for those tributaries to Lake Huron including 
Saginaw Bay, to the St. Clair River, to Lake St. Clair, to the Detroit River, and to Lake Erie that are classified as a VHSv Positive 
Management Area.  Check online (http://www.michigan.gov/dnrfishing) for updates. 
 
GENERAL STATEWIDE PROVISIONS 
1. The official list of Prohibited Fish Species for VHSv is shown at the bottom of page 2.  Updates to the list of Prohibited Fish 

Species will be posted on Fisheries Division’s web site (http://www.michigan.gov/dnrfishing). 
2. A person shall not stock Baitfish or live fish that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, or Roe taken from fish that are listed 

as Prohibited Fish Species, in public waters of the State prior to receiving a Fish Stocking Permit from the Department 
permitting such activity. 

3. If an approved Fish Stocking Permit is issued by the Department, the permittee shall carry that Fish Stocking Permit with 
them when transporting and stocking Baitfish or live fish that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, or Roe taken from fish 
that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, in public waters of the State.  That Fish Stocking Permit shall be shown upon 
request by a law enforcement officer. 

4. A retail customer shall retain and show upon request the receipt for purchases of Baitfish or Roe from a State-licensed 
Baitfish retail operation.  A receipt shall be valid for seven days from the date of sale. 

5. A person who catches fish in a lake or a Great Lake shall not release those fish alive in any public waters of the State if 
those fish are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, except that those fish may be released alive in that lake, or that Great Lake, 
or in a connecting body of water to that lake, or that Great Lake, so long as those fish can freely move between the original 
location of capture and the location of release.  This Provision 5 does not apply to Baitfish. 

6. A person who catches fish in a stream shall not release those fish alive in any public waters of the State if those fish are 
listed as Prohibited Fish Species, except that those fish may be released alive in any part of that stream, or in a connecting 
body of water to that stream, so long as those fish can freely move between the original location of capture and the location 
of release.  This Provision 6 does not apply to Baitfish. 
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7. A person shall not use or otherwise release Baitfish that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, or Roe harvested from fish 
that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, in any public waters of the State, unless that person is fishing and those Baitfish 
or that Roe are attached to a hook. 

8. A person who moves a boat over land between bodies of water shall drain all water from the live well(s) and the bilge of 
their boat upon leaving any body of water. 

MANAGEMENT AREA REGULATIONS FOR VIRAL HEMORRHAGIC SEPTICEMIA VIRUS (VHSV) 

VHSv Positive Management Area 
On all waters designated within the VHSv Positive Management Area, the following regulations further restrict the transportation, 
sale, use, and release of Baitfish and fish that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, and Roe taken from fish that are listed as 
Prohibited Fish Species, that have not been approved as required under the Department’s Certification Process. 

•  A person who catches Baitfish that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, or harvests Roe from fish that are listed as 
Prohibited Fish Species, in a body of water that is included in the VHSv Positive Management Area shall not use or 
otherwise release those Baitfish or that Roe in any public waters of the State, except that those Baitfish or that Roe may 
be used in any waters included in the VHSv Positive Management Area subject to Provision 7 above.   

•  A person who purchases Baitfish that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, or purchases Roe from fish that are listed as 
Prohibited Fish Species, shall not use or otherwise release those Baitfish or that Roe in any public waters of the State, 
except that those Baitfish or that Roe may be used in any waters included in the VHSv Positive Management Area 
subject to Provision 7 above. 

VHSv Surveillance Management Area 
On all waters designated within the VHSv Surveillance Management Area, the following regulations further restrict the 
transportation, sale, use, and release of Baitfish and fish that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, and Roe taken from fish that 
are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, that have not been approved as required under the Department’s Certification Process. 

•  A person who catches Baitfish that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, or harvests Roe from fish that are listed as 
Prohibited Fish Species in a body of water that is included in the VHSv Surveillance Management Area shall not use or 
otherwise release those Baitfish or that Roe in any public waters of the State, except that those Baitfish or that Roe 
may be used in any waters included in either the VHSv Positive Management Area or the VHSv Surveillance 
Management Area subject to Provision 7 above. 

•  A person who purchases Baitfish that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, or purchases Roe from fish that are listed 
as Prohibited Fish Species, shall not use or otherwise release those Baitfish or that Roe in any public waters of the 
State, except that those Baitfish or that Roe may be used in any waters included in either the VHSv Positive 
Management Area or the VHSv Surveillance Management Area subject to Provision 7 above. 

VHSv Free Management Area 
On all waters designated within the VHSv Free Management Area, the following regulations apply to the transportation, sale, 
use, and release of Baitfish and fish that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, and Roe taken from fish that are listed as 
Prohibited Fish Species, that have not been approved as required under the Department’s Certification Process. 

•  A person who catches Baitfish that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, or harvests Roe from fish that are listed as 
Prohibited Fish Species in a body of water that is included in the VHSv Free Management Area may use those Baitfish 
or that Roe in any public waters of the State, subject to Provision 7 above. 

•  A person who purchases Baitfish that are listed as Prohibited Fish Species, or purchases Roe from fish that are listed 
as Prohibited Fish Species, that has been harvested from a body of water included in the VHSv Free Management Area 
may use those Baitfish or that Roe in any public waters of the State, subject to Provision 7 above. 

 
The following table lists the Prohibited Fish Species for VHSv as identified by the Department as of June 28, 2007.  Check 
Fisheries Division’s web site http://www.michigan.gov/dnrfishing for updates. 
 

Black crappie Coho salmon Pacific herring Smallmouth bass 
Bluegill Emerald shiner Pink salmon Spottail shiner 
Bluntnose minnow Freshwater drum Pumpkinseed Trout perch 
Brown bullhead Gizzard shad Rainbow trout Walleye 
Brown trout Lake whitefish Rock bass White bass 
Burbot Largemouth bass Round goby White perch 
Channel catfish Muskellunge Shorthead redhorse Yellow perch 
Chinook salmon Northern pike Silver redhorse White sucker 
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